The question of the omnipresence of the HRT in Australian English (AusE) is investigated upon a sample of a mixed AusE-AmE (American English) radio interview. The investigation focuses on the distribution of HRT events in the interview by Australian speakers interspersed with the AmE speech of the interviewee. It tries to answer the question whether a non-HRT speaker triggers a reduction of HRT events on the side of the interviewer. The fi ndings will be interpreted for a new positioning of the HRT as a socio-cultural phenomenon (and thus object of inquiry for sociolinguistics) and/or as an affective cognitive phenomenon (and thus object of inquiry for psycholinguistics).
Introduction
This study originated in conception and idea from data work on the wealth of recordings in Australian English collected by Michel in Australia which subsequently led to her description and analysis of the Australian ethos (Michel 2009) This refl ection is expressed in frequent high rises even for assertive and declarative statements which create the impression of a constant self-questioning tone that, on the surface, readily invites disagreement and disapproval. It marks 
